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Principal’s foreword

	Introduction
	

	Tingoora State School, affectionately known as “Tinny School”, is a small, family school just 8 kilometres from Wondai.  It services the growing township of Tingoora.  Our friendly and cooperative atmosphere is the backdrop where students’ academic and social development takes place in a multi-age setting.

The aim of this report is to outline our school profile, including our social climate and parental involvement in school activities.  Key results in the Year 2 Net, Years 3, 5 and 7 testing are reported upon.  The staff profile section outlines staff qualifications, professional development and staff retention rates.


	Future outlook
	

	Our focus this year is getting back to basics.  We are focussing on improving student outcomes in the areas of literacy and numeracy.  There are many strategies and programmes in place to help lift each student’s skills in this area.  Students read daily with an adult during literacy block time.  Also, as part of the literacy block, small group sessions are implemented to target spelling, writing and comprehension skills.  Identified students gain additional, targeted assistance with a teacher aide to improve basic literacy and numeracy skills.   


	School Profile
	

	Total student enrolments for your school:  30
Year levels offered: Prep – Year 7

Coeducational


	Curriculum offerings
	

	Our distinctive curriculum offerings 

· LOTE – German


	Extra curricula activities 

· Guitar club

· Jobs Day.  Each Wednesday each of our students is involved in garden projects.

· Active After-Schools Activities.  During Semester One students were involved in before-school tennis activities.

· Small school sports days including small school Autumn and Summer carnivals and athletics and swimming carnivals.
· Flag Tag

· Year 7 Leadership Camp.
· Indigenous Leaders Camp.
· Upper School Camp with Coolabunia and Crawford State Schools to Moreton Island.  

· Lower School Excursion to Barambah Environmental Education Centre.  
· Dreamtime Personalities and culmination at the Bunya Mountains.  

	How computers are used to assist learning :
Students use ICT in the processes of inquiry and research across key learning areas. They access online resources, such as literacy and numeracy websites, to support daily learning. They also use school spelling, reading and numeracy software as part of daily rotations.  Word, Excel and Powerpoint are used to empower learning.  Students in years 4-7 regularly practice typing skills through the Typing Tournament programme and use email for correspondence.  Teaching by projecting computer images via the digital projector is used as a learning and teaching technique.  Students in the lower school use KidsPix to develop computer skills.  


	Social climate
	

	Tingoora is a small family school situated 8 kilometres from Wondai and close to the major township of Kingaroy.  Our multi-age setting accommodates all learning styles and is providing an atmosphere where students’ learning is tailored to individual needs.  Flexible and modified learning programmes are incorporated for children with special needs.  Our school operates within its Responsible Behaviour Plan and encompasses values espoused in The Virtues Project.  
Information recorded from the School Opinion Survey in 2008 indicates that 100% of parents agree that their children are happy to go to this school and that the school makes parents feel welcome.  Over 93% of our students feel safe at this school and feel that they are treated fairly.  Over 92% of parents feel that their children are safe at this school and agree with student discipline.  Over 92% of parents agree that the school communicates well with them.  


	Involving parents in their child’s education.
	

	We have an active P&C Association committed to improving facilities and learning for the children at our school.  Open classrooms are held at least twice per year and are a direct way of involving parents in their child’s education.  Parents are involved in classroom activities and are happy to join us on special days such as our Easter Festival, Under 8s day and Christmas Concert.  We have a strong parent interest in our weekly Parade and special Parades.  Parents are actively involved in community days such as sports days and swimming carnivals.   The school has a website which can be accessed at any time.  We also print a weekly school newsletter and a monthly community newsletter.


	Qualifications of all teachers. 
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	Expenditure on and teacher participation in professional development.
	

	· The total funds expended on teacher professional development in 2008 was $2462.  

· The major professional development initiatives are as follows: 

One School; QCAT; Leadership Conference; Financial Management training; Principal’s Conference; Purchasing Training.
· The involvement of the teaching staff in professional development activities during 2008 was 100%.

	Average staff attendance
	

	· For permanent and temporary staff and school leaders the staff attendance rate was 95% in 2008. 

	Proportion of staff retained from the previous school year.
	

	· From the end of the 2007 school year, 90% of staff were retained by the school for the entire 2008 school year. 


	Student attendance
	

	The average attendance rate as a percentage in 2008 was 92%.  


Key outcomes 

	
	National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) results - our reading, writing, spelling, grammar and punctuation, and numeracy results for the Years 3, 5, 7 and 9. 
DW = Where class sizes are less than 5 schools are asked to Withhold Data (DW) to protect the privacy of individual students. Some data has been withheld for this reason in the table below.



	Domain
	Measures
	Yr 3
	Yr 5
	Yr 7

	Reading
	Average score for the school
	421 
	411 
	DW 

	
	Average score for Queensland 
	371.1
	466.1
	528.1

	
	For the school the percentage of students at or above the national minimum standard.
	2008
	100%
	DW
	DW

	Writing
	Average score for the school
	376
	495
	DW

	
	Average score for Queensland 
	391.8
	468.9
	522.7

	
	For the school the percentage of students at or above the national minimum standard.
	2008
	100% 
	DW
	DW

	Spelling
	Average score for the school
	374
	460
	DW

	
	Average score for Queensland 
	366.7
	462.0
	528.0

	
	For the school the percentage of students at or above the national minimum standard.
	2008
	100%
	DW
	DW

	Grammar and Punctuation
	Average score for the school
	455
	485
	DW

	
	Average score for Queensland 
	370.4
	476.6
	518.0

	
	For the school the percentage of students at or above the national minimum standard.
	2008
	100%
	DW
	DW

	Numeracy
	Average score for the school
	435
	447
	DW

	
	Average score for Queensland 
	367.9
	458.2
	539.0

	
	For the school the percentage of students at or above the national minimum standard.
	2008
	100%
	DW
	DW


	Results in the Year 2 Diagnostic Net
	

	
	Percentage of students not requiring additional support  

	
	

	Reading
	DW

	Writing
	DW

	Number
	DW


DW = Data withheld due to privacy issues with small class sizes.  The majority of Year 2 students did not require extra support.
	Value added
	

	With small class sizes the Year 2, 3, 5 and 7 test results for the school vary from year to year, making comparisons difficult.  Over the last 3 years the school achievement data has, overall, been within comparable levels to state mean and like-school mean.  


	Parent, student and teacher satisfaction with the school
	

	Parent, student and staff satisfaction levels have been consistently at or above state and like-school levels.  Indicators relating to Destination 2010 targets have been achieved.  
In particular, parents have a high opinion of the school.  They are satisfied with the educational achievements of their children, the quality of teaching, the ability to engage in open communication with staff and the way staff members encourage students to achieve.  Over 92% of parents feel that their children work well at this school.  Over 99% of parents are happy with the quality of teaching their child receives.  Over 92% of parents are happy with opportunities to discuss what and how their children are being taught.  Similarly, over 92% of parents are happy with the encouragement that the school gives to their children and the interest that the teachers take in their children. Over 92% of parents think that Tingoora State School is a good school.  
Students are satisfied with the quality of education they are receiving.  100% of students are happy with how well they are learning at this school.  Over 93% of students feel that they are getting a good education at this school and 93% of students also feel that their teachers clearly explain school work.  Over 93% of students agree that their teachers help them to improve their school work.  Over 87% of students are very satisfied with the way computer technology is used for learning at this school.  

Information recorded from the School Opinion Survey in 2008 shows that staff are extremely satisfied with the following aspects of Tingoora State School; physical work environment, relationships, school operations, staff morale, support, resources and training, work roles and work value recognition.  In the majority of instances, data is above the state mean and like-schools mean. 
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